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IN REPLY REFER TO

FILE No. 2?

AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE AE. 0. 606-A ’ Miami 5 Fie,
February 6, 1944
Degar 7 L-%7 2
ol Olks, ;‘j /glﬁ

Your letters havs baen making go much betiter tims than
mine have the*t I have decided to gwiteh to A.P.0. also. For
instance, Daddy's letter of January 20th arrived here February
4th, whereas the last letier of mins that he had received up to
that time wmmmihEmpmz had taken over 2 month on the way., Please
let me know how this comes through,

Philinda and I are delighted with the news that Janle's
baby hed arrived and that all was goling well., I hopse Norman
wes still in Seaibtle at the time, and that Janie will soon bs
abls to go to San Francisco with him. I hope also that in the
meantime you recsived my lebtier zboubt buying a2 bond for the baby.
It is & sheme the letter was so long delayed; I certalnly would
heve sxpected that 1t would have arrived by Jenuary 20th as it
wag written on Vecember 28th, We are sagerly awaliing further
detalls,

Things have not bean too bright for us during the vast
five weeks., When I last wrote you, Philinda had come home from
the hospital., Howsver, her fever conbtinusd after the treatment
finished, and, as she failed to improved, we were forced to take
her back to the hospltal again., She is still there, poor darling,
on this, our first wedding anniversary, The doctor hes vromlsed
to 1let her come home btomorrow, and we sincerely hope that there
will be no further troubls., The doctor was unsble Lo make any
dlagnosis, bubt two days ago the fever suddenly abated and she
is feeling much better, sxcent that she ls very anxiouskx to gst
out of the hospital, She Tsals vretty weak and shaky, and will
have to teke it smsy for some time.. Evenitually, I sitill hove
to get a2 couple of days at tha beach; I think it would be good
for both of us.

I got so worrisd toward the end of Jenuary that I asked
Mr. Lynch to wire the Department requesting home leave because
of Philinda's illness, The Deparitment has granted the necsssary
parmigsion, which can bs used nt any time bstween now and the
end of June, I haven't entirely made up my mind vebt what to do;
it will devend on how thoroughly she recovers, 30 days home leave
geams so ridiculously short to do all the things we wanted to
do at home, sven apart from medical grounds, that the dprospset
does not look too atiractive. Once I have had my 30 days, I
will not be elegible for home lsave again for another three
veers, Then, too, there is the question of her being able to
accompany me to my next post. The Department's wire only sald
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I should come to WnshjnrtOﬂ Tor consuliation during my leave, and
that the question of my tranafer would be dlscussed at that tinme,
The time spent "consulting” will be deducted from the lsave, and I
hope that 1f Philinda 1s not yet sntirely well, thay will vrolong
the consultation Tor a few weeks. Or parhaps uhey will take her
health into oonslderation in making the assiepmment. Howsver, under
war conditiong, they will have to send me wherever they nsed me,
ragardless of personal considerations.

Cn the other hand, I would like to come home to sse you
all, after Tour yearsg of absence., That sesms like A long time to
be away, @svecially for a home loving Tellow like me, I wnulﬂ ba
sorry not to be able to see my old Trilends, thourh, and Janis's
being so far away would make it lmposqiblu to sae hcr eithsr,
Nauuvn13v the clothes that I took with me Tour ysars ago are now
in pretiy bad shave; somehow, I would have %o get some more, and
tha® lsn'+ always ensy Ho do in Afriea these days (assuming my new
post would be on this silde.) The clothes that I bought in Portugal
to wear here are now completely worn oub, and the ones I made made
here = year ago are on thelr last legs, We also need lots of smaller
lteme which we could probably still get at homs.

Taking everything Into consideration, I think the chances
are we wllil come home., Althoush Philinda 1s much better, I am not
sure that thsy have golt Lo the root of the trouble, and a check
ovaer by ”nu] exa rts would be dssirable even 1T she fesls 0.X. by
the tlme we get homa., Our good friend Dick Poland, Revrssentatlive
of the Civil Avdition Devartment of the MhmisbrEmxodmimdmntanm
Alr Ministry, was here Friday and 1 discussad the question with him.
Although ha no longar has complate control over wvriorities, he
gseemed to think that we would have no trouble gebting ovar on
B.,0.A.C., He is planning to make the trip himssll aboubt March 10th,
and the chances are that we will #o with him then, I will wire
you before wse leave, nlthough I do not supposse they would let me
give you the detalls., We would qrxng lU Ba1t1movm, and I will
alther wire or telsphons you {rom Fo&tr and let vou know what wse vplan
to do. DProbably mediecal quastions would come {irst; a?ie:wards, wWe
will coma out to Ohlo. If I gtay in Waghington a whiles, I hove
you V!il be able to coms thers to vrolong our vigit, which ls
bound to be too short undar the best of circumsinnces,

All in all, it's bsen a worrisome time Tor me, I have
wanted to come home for some time, but not for these reasons. I

]

know you will joln me in praying that Phllinda‘'s health will return.

If yeu aver told me that Mary and Leonard had given us
a bond, I am qulite sure I never recelved the latter., T wlll Hry
hard %o write them real soon, aithough I gvend so much time at the
hogpltal now that I have very little laft to write ls*ters in.

1 am gorry to hear that llquor supplles are so shorid
now, We will have to celsbrate my home comlng with bser, I guesse.
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You asked how we got our slnulias so cheavly. I order them direct
from the manulfacturer or lmporiter < actually, from the Schenley
Corp. It ig then shivpped direct out of bond and nays no taxes,
The htaxes are the blgeest vart of the mrice, althoush of course
we also aveld mifdlemen's profits, I believe I told you we had not
baen able %o pet any gin, and I undaptend that no more liquor at
all 1is being sent abroad. The local supplies of gin were sxhnusted
this month, the Tirst %ime thev hnve bhean unable to mest the ratlon.
I do not think any Turther shivments are axpsctad, but we have
gnourh on hand Tor thes rest of our stay here, I shall put a Tew
botties in our trunks whan we come, »md some whiskey too, The local
gupplies of thse latter are still adeguets, Thilis 1s the result of
the wigdom in having rationad liquor uvractlanlly zince the b~
ginning of the war, Ve could buy Tour Wohhies a month. althoush
off course we do not do so as we have our own supply. The oost is
about £3.80 a Tifth.

I am glad to hear that the black suitcasa arrived -eafely.
I see I had been falsely mccusing my frlends of having forgotten
to sénd it on., 4s regards Hhe waﬁch, please have the Jjewsllers
look at 1% and,s€e 1r 1t can be repaired Tor a reasonable cost,
The locals have vrobably rulnsd it, I fear. One man sald to have
been tralned in Switzarland kept 1% Tor thrse months or mors, and
I hnd the threatsn 4o call the vollicée o make him glve 1t Vnos.
He had been CﬁmJL@uer unable %o fix iﬁ, and I wouldn't ba aurpriaad
if he had piraved goma of the partsg, Phllinda gave me o sis
my bilrthiay whlcb I am now ugling. iithnuah Lﬁ&le exnan it
is actually a rather cheap Swlss make, but so Tar 1% hns b. n running
well.

It le now time for me to rush off %o the hoapltal to
kesp poor Philinda company during the short time that visitors
are allowsed, I will let vou know of naw developmentg ag they come
along.,

With love %o all of you,
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